














For MONDAY, Avcusr 28, 1815. 





Interesting Narrative of the Sufferings of Six Deserters 
Jrom the Lsland of St. Helena. 


HE island of St. Helena having been selected by the 

sritish government to be the future residence of Napo- 
icon Buonaparte, every thing relating to it as a place of safety 
becomes interesting. How far a man of desperate fortune, 
ike Buonaparte, may eventually be secure upon that island, 
we leave to the judgement of our readers, after they shall have 
wad the following singular and affecting narrative respecting 
tix deserters from the artillery stationed on St. Helena. Their 
etraordinary adventures occasioned a court of inquiry, oa 
December 12, 1801, when John Brown, one of the survivors, 
delivered the following account upon oath: 


“In June, 1799, I belonged to the first company of artil- 
kry, in the service of the garrison of St. Helena, and on the 
10h of that month, about half an hour before parade time, 
Mee Kinnon, gunner and orderly of the second company, 
asked me if [ was willing to go with him on board of an Ame- 
ican stip called the Columbia, Captain Henry Lelar (the only 
ship then in the Roads): after some conversation, I agreed, 
and met hin ‘about seven o’clock at the play-house, where [ 
ound one Mac Quinn, of Major Seale’s company, anotheg 
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man called Brighouse, another called Parr, and a sixth, Mat. 
thew Conway. Parr was a good seaman, and said be would 
take us to the island of Ascension, or lay off the harbour ‘jj 
the Columbia could weigh anchor, and come out. We wen 
down about eight o’clock to the West Rocks, where the Ame. 
rican boat was waiting for us, manned with three of the Ame. 
rican seamen, which took us alongside the Columbia. We 
went on board; Parr went down into the cabin, and 

changed our clothes after having been on board half an bour, 

“« Brighouse aud Conway proposed to cut a whale-boat from 
out of the harbour to prevent the Columbia from being sus 
pected, which they effected, having therein a coil of rope and 
five oars, with a large stone she was moored by : this happened 
about eleven at night. We observed lanthorns passing 0 
the line towards the Sea Gate, and hearing a great noise, 
thought we were misse d, and searched for. We imm ediately 
embarked in the whale-boat, with about twenty-five pounds of 
bread in a bag, and a small ‘keg of water supposed to contaia 
about thirteen gallons, a compass, and a quadrant, given to 3 
by the commanding ollicer of the Coluinbia; but in our hurry 
the quadrant was either left behind, or dropped overboard, 
We then left the ship, pulling with two oars only to get a-head 
of her; the boat was half full of water, and nothing to bak 
her out: in this condition we rowed out to sea, and lay of 
the island, a great distance, expecting the American ship 
hourly. 

«“ About twelve o’clock the second day, no ship appearing, 
by Parr’s advice we bore away, steering N. by W. and the 
by N.N.W. for the island of Ascension, using our handker 
chiefs fur sails. We met with a gale of wind obiel h ental 
two days: the weather then became very fine, and we sup 
posed we bad run about ten miles an hour. Mac hinnon kept 
a reckoning with pen, ink, and paper, supplied by the Cclua- 
bia, as also charts and maps, 

‘¢ We continued our course ’till about the i8th in the mom 
ing, when we saw a number of birds, but no land. About 
twelve that day Parr said he was sure we must be past the 
island, accounting it to be eight hundred miles from 5:. He 
lena. We then each of us took our shirts, and with them 
made a smnail sprit-sail, and laced our jack: is and trowsers to 
gether at the waistband to keep us warm, and then altered out 
course to W, by N. thinking to make Rio Janeiro, on t 
American coast. Provisions running very short, we allowe 
ourselves only one ounce of bread for twenty-ituur hours, 
two moutiifuls of water. We continued until the oO ih, w 

i] our provisions were expended. On the @7th Mac Quina 
took a piece of bamboo in his mouth to chew, and we all fole 
jawed his example. On that night it being my turn to stect 
the 
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ije boat, and remembering to have read of persons in our si- 
ation eating their shoes, | cut a piece off one of mine; but 
it being soaked with salt water, | was obliged to spit it oul, and 
ibe the insid le sole, of which I ate part, and distribute d to the 
st, but found no benefit from it. Onthe Ist of July, Pare 
aught a dolphin with a gaff that had been left in the boat. 
Weall fell on our knees, and thanked God for his goodness to 
x, We tore up the fish, and hung it to dry: about four we 
ale part of it, which agreed with us pre tty we ll, On this fish 
yesubsisted “till the 4th, about eleven o'clock, when finding 
thenhole expended, bones and all, Parr, myself, Brighouse, 


ad Conway, proposed to scuttle the boat, and let her go down, 


wputus out of our miscry; the other two objected, observe 
ig that God, who had made man, always found him somes 
lung to eat, 

“On the 5th, about eleven, Mac Kinnon proposed that it 
sould be better to cast lots for one of us to dic, in order to save 
he rest; to which we consented. The lots were made. Wil- 
am Parr, being sick two days before with the spotted fever, 
wexeluded. Ile wrote the numbers out, and put theim into 
h we drew out blindiolded, and put them in our 
pekets. Parrthen asked whose Jot it was to die (none of us 
howing what number we had in our pocke:), each praying 
wGodthat it might be his Jot. [t was agreed that No. 3 


a hat, whic 


should die; and the lots — unfolded, Mac Kinnon’s was 
No.5. We had agreed that he whose lot it was should bleed 
bimself to death ; for which purpose we had provided ourselves 
tih nails sharpened, which we got from the b oat. Mace kin- 
wa with one of them cut himself in three ploces, in his foot, 

sand wrist; and praying God to forgive him, diced in 
bout a quarter of an hour. Before he was quite cold, Brig- 
house with one of those nails cut a piece of flesh off his thigh, 
wd hung itup, leaving his body in the boat. About three 
hus after, we all eat of it only a very sinall bit. This piece 
lasted us until the 7th. We dipped the body every two hours 
into the sea to preserve it. Parr having found a piece of slate 
mthe bottom of the boat, he sharps ned it on the other large 
Hone, and w ith it cut another piece off the thigh, which lasted 
Wuntilihe 8th, when it being my watch, and observing the 


Waler to change colour, called the rest, thinking we were near 
shore, but saw no land, it not be ng uite day ight, 

As soon as day appeared, we « liscovered land right a-head, 
and steered towards it. yay cight in the morning we were 
tose to the shore; there being a very heavy surf, we endca- 
Voured to turn the boat’s head to it, but being very weak we 
Were unable; soon afier the boat upset! Myself, Conway, and 
Part, got on shore; Mac Quinn and Brighouse were drowned. 

5 L 2 “« We 
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“ We discovered a small hut on the beach, in which wer 
an [ndian and his mother, who spoke Portuguese, and | yp. 
derstanding that language, learnt that there was a village abou 
three miles distance, called Belmont: this Indian went to the 
villaze, and gave information that the French had landed, and 
in about two hours the governor of the village, (a clergyman) 
with several armed men, took Conway and Pair prisoners, 
tying them by their hands and feet, and slinging them ona 
bamboo stick, and in this manner took them to the village, |, 
being verv weak, remained in the hut some time, but was af. 
terwards taken. 

“ On our telling them we were English, we were immed: 
ately released, and three hammocks provided. We were takey 
in them to the governor’s house, who let us lie on his own bed, 
and gave us milk and rice to eat; but not having eaten any 
thing for a considerable time, we were lock-jawed, and conti 
nued so ‘till the 23d, during which time the governor wrote to 
the governor of St. Salvador, who sent a small schooner toa 
place called Porto Seguro, to take us to St. Salvador. We 
were conducte to PortoSeguro on horseback, passing through 
Santa Croix, where we remained abou: ten days ; afterwards 
we embarked, and on our arrival at St. Salvador, Parr, on be. 
ing questioned by the governor, answered, that our ship had 
foundered at sea, and we had saved ourselves in the boat; that 
the ship’s name was the Sally, of Liverpool, and belonged io 
his father, and was last from Cape Coast Castle, on the coast 
of Africa, to touch at Ascension for turtle, and then bound for 
Jamaica. Parrsaid he was the captain. 

“ We continued at St. Salvador about thirteen days, during 
which time the inhabitants made up a subscription of 200. 
each man. We then embarked in the Maria, a Portuguese 
ship for Lisbon; Parr as mate, Conway boatswain’s mate; 
myself, being sickly, as passenger. In thirteen days we arrived 
at Rio de Janeiro, Parr and Conway sailed for Lisbon, and | 
was left in the hospital. In about three mouths Captain EF 
phinstone, of the Diomede, pressed me into bis majesty’s set 
vice, giving me the choice of remaining on that station, or 
to proceed to the admiral at the Cape. [chose the latter, and 
was put with seven suspected deserters on board the Ann, 4 
Botany Bay ship, in irons with the convicts. When | arrived 
at the Cape L was put on board the Lancaster, of sixty fout 
guns. Lever entered. Lat length received my discharge, 
since which f engaged in the Duke of Clarence as a seaman: 
J was determined to give myself up the first opportunity, m 
order to relate my sufferings to the men of this garrison, 
deter them from attempting so mad a scheme again.” 


DUKE 
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DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 
(Continued from Page 677.) 


igen French, while they waited for reinforcements, had 
taken up a position at Santarem, which Lord Welling- 
ton did not think it advisable to atiack. He could only bave 
forced it at a heavy expense of men; and he was not like 
Buonaparie, a geveral,as Kleber e:lled him, who spent at the 
nteof 10,000 men a week. Both parties were now looking for re- 
iforcements; but Massena, who knew that he could not much 
lnger feed the force wiich he already had, placed his chief 
rliance upon the advance of a French army into Alentejo. 
This also Lord Weliington bad foreseen, and guarded against 
by preparing lines from the Tagus to Setubal, securing thus 
the heights of Almada, from which Lisbon might be bome- 
barded = It is said that the jeal usy between the French gene- 
nls which frequently discovered iiself in Spain, was manifested 
on this occasion, and that Seult, who bad been disappointed in 
his hopes of winning the kingdom of Portugal for himself, 
yas not very willing to assist Massena in obtaining it; for which 
reason he ordered Mortier to form the slege of Ba lajoz, ine 
sead of sending him immediately into Alentejo But the im- 
putation seems groundless; for it is not likely that Mortier 
would have advanced, leaving two such garrisons as_ those of 
Elvas and Badajoz in his rear, That general’s movements 
were but too successiul, Romana’s army, which had joined 
lord Weilington, and, after the death of its leader, had been 
detached for the reliet of Badajoz, under his successor Mendi-+ 
abal, was surprised and almost destroyed, and the city itself 
scandalously given up by its governor, at a moment when he 
had received intellizenee trom Lord Wellington that Massena 
had begun his retreat, and that he might rely upon speedy re- 
lief. Dearly did the British and Portuguese pay for this man’s 
cowardice or treason! 

“ Massena had rem ined ’till the latest moment in bis posi- 
sition. There was + church opposite bis own quarters in San- 
tarem, in which a number of children, whose parents had been 
murdered by the French had got together, as if seeking that 
compassion from God which they had no hope of finding 
fom man. Many of th: m had literally died with hunger un- 
der Massena’ eyes; and when the English entered the town 
immediately upon his retreat, they found the floor of the 
chorch strewn with the dead or living skeletous of these poor 
imocents. ‘The first thought of the British soldiers was to 
givethem their own rations, but most of them were too far 
gone, and expired with the bread beside them, which - British 
duhanity had held to,their lips, If, among the ge i of 
suo 
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Buonaparte, there be one man who will be remembered with 
more peculiar infamy than his colleagues, it is Marshal Mas. 
sena, for his conduct in this retreat : it was marked by the 
most wanton destruction, and the most systematic cruelty _ 
by a © barbarity,’ says Lord Wellington, ‘ seldom equalled, 
and never surpassed.’ Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, speaking of 
the ability with which he conducted his retreat, adds these 
memorable words, which we transcribe with pride, as speaking 
the true feelings of a British officer :—* Having paid the tribute 
of praise, which is due to Marshal Massena as a zeneral, it is 
but proper to notice his conduct as a man, and to endeavour ta 
bold him up to the execration of his fellow. beings, by stating, 
us an cye-witness, that the inhuman cruelties w hich masked 
every step of his retreat, rank him as one of the greatest mon. 
sters that ever disgraced the human form.’ The church and 
convent at Alcobaga, the value of which may be expressed w 
an English reader, by saying, that "hey were to the Portuguese 
what Westminster Abbey and the Bodleian ave to the tn 
and literature of England, were burnt by orders from the 
French head quarters. As much injury, as tune allowed them 
to commit, was done to Batalha, the most beautiful Gothie 
struciure, not in Portugal alone, but in Europe: the royal tombs 
were broke open, and amoung the bodies which were taken out 








to be torn in pieces for the mockery of these ruflians, was thet 
of Prince Henry, whose name has ever been pronounced with 
veneration by all enlightened nations, as the first patron of 
maritime discovery. But the cruelties which were perpetrated 
cannot, and.ought not to be described. Suffice it to say, that 
upon an official inquiry, it was ascertained, that in the diocese 
of Coimbra alone, 2959 persons, consisting of men, women, 
and children, were murdered on the retieat, and every one with 
some circumstance of aggravated barbarity! Never before 
had such cruelties been committed in civilized ages, and by 
people calling themselves civilized ; they have left an indelible 
stain upon the national character; and the name of Frencle 
man is become more odious and more infamous in Portugal 
than even that of Jew bas been ; with this difference, too, that 
the infamy having been well deserved, and the hatred well 
founded, they will both endure when all prejudices shall have 
passed away. 

The retreat was conducted wiih great military skill, bot 
not witho ut some blunders. It was known at the tine, that 
Ney aad Massena had quarrelled, but the cause of the dispute 
was not known. It arose from some reproachics which the 
commander in chief made to Ney for the slowness of his co- 
Jumn, which the latter attributed a the quantity of carts and 
animals laden with plander, collected as they went along In 
consequence of these repreaches, when they reached the Foa 
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j'\ronce, Ney ordered a guard to take possession of the bridge, 
seize all the plander, and burn it, and the execution was begua 
upon Massena’s own share, who did not venture to countermand 
ie order, however bitterly he resented it. Shortly afterwards, 
hedeptived Ney of his command, which was given to Leisen. 
Having reached the frontiers, thé French were safe from fur- 
ther pursuit. Lord Wellington, whose means were greatly 
inadequate to the de mend upon them, leaving his ary, 
hastened to the Guadiana, to see if Badajoz cculd Sen recovered. 
Had the British army been provided with a dae proportion of 
suppers, miners, and pontooners, with the requisite materials 
of uch an establishment, that important city might have beea 
esily recaptured, before the French could have repaired the 
breaches which they had made, or filled up their own trenches. 
But we had not even a corps of saj ppers in our service; 
and men had to learn the first operations of the most dificult 
ad dangerous branch of the military art, under the fire of aa 
eemy who bad made it their particular study. Trom the 
Guadiana Lord Wellington was recailed to the Coa; Massena 
had been allowed to make one effort more to re-establish his 
caim to the boasted appellation of the chiid of victory which 
Buonaparte had given him; bis troops had been re-equipped, 
ud strongly reinforced; and in the beginning of May he at- 
tacked the allied army, in hopes of relieving Almeida from iis 
blockade. ‘The chief scene of this memorable action was at 
he village of Fuentes d’Onore, The French were defeated 
lee, asthey were in every general action during the whole 
rar: Almeida was evacuated, and Massena was onthis removed 
rom the command, Marshal Marmont being appointed to suc 
ceed him. 

‘ Afier this victory, Lord Wellington hastened again to 
hat part of his force which he had placed under Marsha! Bes 
sfurd’s orders. He arrived too late to prevent the battle of 
\ibutera; and renewed the siege of Badajoz, which that bat- 
te had interrupted. While this was pursued with miserably 
adequate means, and with a heavy loss of men, Soult and 
Marmont formed a junction, to relieve the garrison. The 
= h general could not afford to wia such victories as —_ 

;he therefore raised the siege, recrossed the Guadiana, 
an dking up a position within the Portuguese frontier, dé fied 
leit collected foree, which he knew could not long be kept tc 

§ While Lord Wellington, acting rupon tits confidence, 
baffled, with consummate skill, the efforts of an enemy greatly 
Uperiorin numbers, he was secretly preparing to besiege Civ 





dad Rodrigo, Tie first business was to restore the works at 
Aime cia, as to make it a secure place ot deposit for his ar- 
Wery and store ‘There was a possibility that the place might 


be ieduced by aka de; for sianding ia a hostile country, 
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sixty miles from the nearest French caatonments, supplies 
could not be thrown in without an escort at least equal in aug 
ber to the blockading force; but it was not easy for the 
French to keep together so large an army when they had no 
magazines. With these views, as soon as Marmont and Soul 
had separated for want of supplies, Lord Wellington again re. 
turned to the Agueda, and, by the middle of September, Cin. 
dad Rodrigo was so much distressed, that Marmont, with be 
tween 60 and 70,000 inen, was compelled to come to its relief, 
The allies retired behind the Coa, and the French papers 
boasted that they woul! have been driven to the lines of Lis 
bon, if the moinent had been come which was fixed for that 
catasirophe! When that moment should arrive, Marmont was 
to be joined by the army of the south, of whose uubroken 
force he boasted. Lord Wellington had his eye upon that 
force; and General Hill, being detached against a division of 
5000 men under General Girard, who occupied tie county 
about Caceres, surprised them completely, killed above 60), 
and took above 1400 prisoners, with the whole of their artil 
lery, baggage, siores, &c, ‘This was tie first act of enterprise 
the British had attempted. While the French were astonished 
at the change of system in their enemies, Geveral Hill contie 
nued to wlarm them by repeated incursions: and Lord We- 
lington, taking advantage of a moment when Marmont had 
detached part of his troops to assist Suchet in the conquest of 
Valencia, brought up his battering train against Ciudad Ro 
drigo, invested it on the Sth Jaauary, and carried wt by storm 
on the 19th, four days before Marmont collected an army at 
Salamanca to march to its relief. As soon as the place was 
again rendered tenable, he delivered it to the Spaniards, ap 
peared suddenly betore Badajoz, invested it once more on the 
16th March, and in twenty days was master also of that strong 
fortress. Both places were purchased at a heavy expense of 
life; tor, owing to the deficteucy of our military esiablishment 
in these important branches, that was accomplisned by cot- 
rage which ougit to have been effected by art. But they were 
both points of the greatest importance; and adinirable in leed 
was the skill by which a geveia, with less than 50,009 men, 
was enabled thus to take two fortresses of such magnitude, if 
spite o two French armies amountiag to more than fourscore 
thousand men. The tide of fortune had turned ; Buonaparte 
was at this time preparing for a war in Russia; another 
breathing time was given to Spain; and Esglaid now be 
gan to feel her own strengti, and to glory in her army and her 
genere!. 


(To be continued.) 
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Dick Misty ; or the Self-Tormentor. 


TO THE EDITOR, 
Sik, 


4 MIDST the many positive evils which disturb the felicity 
A of life, itis to be regretted that persons should be 
found, who delight in anticipating possible calamities, und pro- 
iding against imaginary casualties; not only because they in- 
terrupt their own happiness, but because they disturb the com- 
fotof those friends and acquaintance whom they happen to 
yect as the depositaries of their chimerical sorrows. Lt is my 
gisortune to know several of these ingenious mourners, and 
slaw generally considered a good natured man, you may 
easily suppose 1 am singled out by them for the convenience 
of discharging their miseries unmolested. Indeed, | have 
pen so long in the habit of listening to the eventual misfor- 
tunes of one or the other of these sighers, that | have insen- 
sibiy contracted a Jeugth of face, and an aspect of comunise- 
lion to so alarming a degree, that whea I meet a friend in 
the street, Lam almost certain of being accosted with “ God 
bless me, [ hope nothing serious has happened !” 

One of these crying philosophers, Dick Misty, greatly sur- 
passes all thot f know in the variety and gloomy qaality of his 
prognostications. It was but the other day he called upon 
me,just as | was sitting down to dinner, and he bad scarcely 
put of his great coat, before he pointed with his middle finger 
whis throat, looking, all tae while, as woe-begone as Banquo’s 
ghost, at the table of Macbeth. ‘This was the signal for me to 
pot my face into order, though just before he arrived, | was 
ajoying a hearty laugh at a good joke told by another friend 
tho was dining with me. Having lengthened its dimensions, [ 
inquired with a gentle voice of pity what was the matter: to 
which Dick answered in a tone scarcely audible, “ a horrible 
sore throat—I am afrid it will turn to an ulcerated one.” [ 
watched him while at dinner, however, and protest I never 
aw aman swallow his mutton with greater facility ; excep 
once, indeed, when he caught my eye, and then he twisted ¢ 
muscles of his face into as many horrible contortions, as if his 
dowels were racked with a colic. 
lheard no more of Dick’s ulcerated sore throat; but a few 
days afterwards I met him ina coffee-house. When I entered, 


ea 
i 


‘perceived him sitting by himseit, earnestly contemplating 
his little floger witha Inicroscepe, which he was holding close 
oan Argand’slamp. L watched him for a tew moments, and 
Wa surprised to observe the prozressive consternation that 
Spreadover his face as he viewed that minute member of bis 
boly, When I accosted him, he seized my hand with eager- 
Vol, 50. >M Ness, 
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ness, and pointing to a small livid spot upon the top of his fin. 
eer, he said, “ Look there—I aw afraid a mortification of the 
whole arm will take place? What had I best do?” © Cutting 
off the finger is the only remedy to prevent its spreading’ | 
coolly answered. “ You are right, my friend,” he replied; 
« I'll godirectly to a surgeon ; for see, it will not stir,” and he 
rubbed it with his handkerchief, which he had moistened jp 
some water; when to his great astonishment the symptoms of 
mortification instantly disappeared, and it turned out thatit 
was nothing more than an ink spot. 

Jt is thus that my friend Dick Misty perpetually terrifies 
himself with possible misfortunes, and lives in such constant 
dread of calamities that will happen, that he never enjoys 
blessings whic exist. If he have a pain in bis head, it wil 
surely turp to a brain fever ; and flatulencies in the stomach can 
be nothingelse but an approaching inflammation of the bowels, 
‘the consequence is, that he is always swallowing medicines, 
Let me hope, Sir, if he sees this paper, he may learn to be 
ashamed of his folly, and begin to enjoy life as it is presented 


to him. 1 remain Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, T. 


SUPERSTITION AND CRUELTY. 


FPL following extraordinary details are translated fion 
A the lrench papers : 
“ Orveans, July 18, 


The roval court this day entertained an accusation against 
five persons accused of a most atrocious crime r 
iu the 19th century, in the midst of the most enlightened 
civilization, ander the reign of the most humane religion, ig 
norance and superstition have just presented the frightful 
etacle of a man who has been burnt alive ona charve of 
witcheraft. ‘Phe following are the facts counected with this 
horrible proeeeeding :-— 


« A mariner at Blois had a child afflicted with a languish 
ine sickuess. Plis sicians were called into no purpose ; the 

id of thetr art was tried in vain; the complaint resisted al 
men applied for its cure. ‘The neighbours, infected with 
that premdice wink h stil prevails among the common people, 
believed that the child loboured under a spell. They pointed 
out to the parents a women who was considered as very skiitul 
j scoverng those who deal in charms, and in compelling 
tii » to restore tl person viocued t then former heaith 
Ti woman wi alled in. After exami ive the ch ld, she de- 
clared that it bad beca bewitched, and that the spell was (0 
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ist for three years. She undertook the cure, observing at the 
anetime, that it would be necessary to have 17 Masses, 17 
Gospels, 17 Ave-Marias, and 17 wax candles. She took every 
thing upon herself, and demanded 35 francs. She repaired to 

n adjoining garden, there fas:ened together three blades ot 
sriss, and afirmed that she stopped “the charm, and con 
qpeat ly the progress of the disease. 

« The woman had already received a part of the 35 frances 
adreceived more on the 14th of July. On that day the 
fiber of the child perceived, that so far from being improved, 
twas growing worse. He sent for the sorceress, who pro- 
nised him to discover the author of the charm. When thi 
woman arrived, she declared that she would noi leave liu 7ull 
he made known the eachanter, but that her heart did not pev- 
nit her to name the person ; and that she could only describe 
him. “ He is (said she) a little man, a shepheid by trade: 
leis married ; he has a child, he passes every day by your 
door with hissheep.” “ It must be Antoine, then” (exclaimed 
the mother of the child). “ Go and inquire (exclaimed the 
wreeress), and you shall see.” Inquiries were immediatels 
made concerning Antoine, who appeared to azree — 
with the description given by the modern sybi!. lo orde 
remove every kind of suspicion, a person was sent to de qT 
him to come and killa sheep. 

“ Antoine came immediately to the house; the soreer 
conducted him to the bed where the child lay. “ Dehold 
#idshe) the sheep we speak of ; you must immediately relieve 
this child, on which you have thrown a charm for eight moath 
pat.” Antoine declared he did not understand her, and that 
henever dealt in witchcraft. It was then that, in order tc 
bree him to confess, and atone tor the imaginary crime, th: 
vofortunate shepherd anderwent a martyrdom from two to six 
dcock in the evening; they made a great fire of faggots, 
totut his feet repeatedly into the flaine, withdrawing them 
ouly to inflict blows, all the time requiring him to remove the 
tichantment and to inflict it upon a cat or some other anim«l 
tatthey brought for the purpose of receiving it. The pro- 
lestations of the victim were usciess, and six times le wa: 
placed in the fire, while he called upon them rather to cut bh 
throat at once. Neither the torture of this most eruel punisii- 
ment, nor the shocking cries which they excited, nor the sup- 
plant entreaties for imme diate death, por the constant deni 
ofan act physically and mori ly im pussible-—-nothing eould 
appease the assassins, who prolonged their crime for four hou 


At | last, at six o’clock in the e vening, the commissary of ti: 

Paice arrived, and rescued the uolhappy shepherd from the ine 
delatigable barbarity of those ignorant wretches. He, bow. 
eet,died of the burns, i 


1 


brui-es and injuries lie liad reecived 
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four days afterwards. Five persons have been charged with 
being accessaries to this hornble crime. ‘The prophetess who 
was to disclose the euchauter, persisted, in a most confident 
manner, upon her infallibility, and upon the efficacy of tie 
modes in which she was to discover the author of the spel, 
She pretended that it was done by masses and by prayer, 
The parents siill continue to think, that the shepherd could 
have removed the enchantment, and that filial affection gave 
them aright to compel him to do so. Thus a crime Was pete 
petrated in the name of the sacred religion which it has out 
raged, and in the name of the finest sentiment of natore, 
which revolts against it!” 


—-— —-- ——__——_--—-——- -- -— a 


ee ~ 


SUMMER EMIGRATIONS. 
TO THE EDITOR, 


Srr, 


LIILE the wisest heads in this country profess to be 

puzzled what to make of the affairs of France, and the 
conduct of the allies, hundreds of our countrymen are flock 
ing to Paris, as if it were the most quiet city in the world, and 
the most eligible in which to pass a few of those summe 
weeks or months which used to be devoted to our own wale 
ine places. Some moralists resevt this as a shameful waste of 
money, aud as impoverishing ourselves at home; as an ide 
piece of curiosity, and consequently not very creditable to 
our national character. 

‘There is some truth in this accusation, but [ yet hope that 
no very great injury will acerue to our national character. Al 
nations, and parucularly France and England, contain a cer 
tain proportion of that class of people whom grave and sober 
minded men call fools. They are net a component part of the 
whole population, but, L trust, a kind of exceplion to those gee 
neral rules by which we estimate national character ; and as 
we do not think the worse of any nation, 10 point of antegnly, 
because afew thieves and robbers may be found in it, so I hope 
our general cliavacier as to wisdom will not greatly sufier for the 


folly of these who are wavelling to Paris, with no other quel 


fication than that of money; and who, being ignorant of the 
very elements of the French language, must be deprived at 
every opportunity of acquiring that knowledge which is the 
jegitimate object of the traveller's curiosity. 

Phe sage for visiting Paris, however, is nothing new, a3 
the spivitot it. ‘The place only is Changed, owing to the Fe 
turn of the communication between the two countries. Somes 
re we mest goin the sumsner, and to those’ who have 00 
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gher object in view than theconsumption of time and money, 
the place where must always be amaite of indills rence. How 
his taste arose I shall not enquire. Lt ts of considerable au- 
tiquity—at least for the last 50 years we may trace it very ex- 
aclly. About that time it seems to have been thought that 
the inhabitants of London were compelled to leave it for a cer- 
twin portion of the year; and that they were allowed to find 
their own pretences for sucii emigration. The first of these 
that presented itself, and which isa very general .xcuse ina 
variety of instances, is Aealth. ‘Tie inhabitants of London are 
supposed to continue no fenger in good health, than the be- 
gining of summer; alter whici they are visited by sundry 
alarming syinptoms, noue of which are well understood by the 
feulty, because the faculty are never caiicd in on such ocea- 


sons. ature, without the aid of the doctor, prompts the 
cre, and the patient, well knowing his own case, applies those 
remedies in Which le ts sure to be kept in cou tenance by his 
fllow-sufferces. Ln other diseases, ihe patient is teazed by his 
apothecary, and even by his friends t the something : but ia 
tie Case befor us, I never heard of ao thing which ihe pa- 
tient takes, except « place in the packet or the coach. 


Ihave stated 50 yeaisas nearly the great era of this London 
disease; but it remains to be added, that it did not burst upoa 
the heads of my fellow-citizens all at once, nor with all the 
violence which we may observe in our own times, In the 
contrary, INV tuemory CO ibies me to assert, that it was at first 


very gradual in its progress, and very mild in its nature, and 
that where we find 100 


. : 
atients afflicted now, there was not, 


i 
perhaps, One or two when the disorder begun to show i- 
elf, Ithas, [T think, been more prevalent withio the last °O 
years, than at any period before ; aod the knowledge of this 


fat will, L hope, convince those of their error, who suppose 
that atime of peace is more favourable to this disorder than a 
timeot war. Edo not say that this opinion is inconsistent with 
theory, for all theory is for it; but as it is notoriously incon- 
sistent with practice, L have no hesitation in calling it an erior; 
and bo less erroneous ts it to supp ye that cheap times, hight 


lates, prosperous trade, Xe. Ke. ave favourable to our London 


Migrations, since the last 20 years, In ¥ hich such CiMigbis 
lions have increased tenfold, have certainly net been remark. 
alle for ether of the aforesaid blessings, 

Whether all this be for, or against our national character, [ 


ual Hot now enquire; but as Paris is not France, L hope it 


wil also be allowed that London is not England; and that 


Whole nations are not to. be estimated by the conduct of any 
“istact portion of individuals, At the same tine, probably, 
rom habits of early prejudice, Lam not a little inclined to 
sige with those erave people who think that there are more 
fools 


or 
(>) 
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fools in our days than formerly ; and that it would be quite ag 
well if theory and practice were to be reconciled again; 19 
pretences set up but those which are founded in fact ; and og 
expences incurred, in the pursuit of fanciful objects, but thos 
which could be justified by a very careful inspection of the ac. 
counts of debtor and creditor, the demands of trade, and the 
necessities of a family. I am, Sir, your’s, 
CIVIS, 





— 


Conquest of Ceylon completed by the Annexation of C andy 
to the British Dominions. 


N the establishment of the British dominion in the inte. 

terior of Candy, Lieutenant-General Brownrigg issued a 
declaration, detailing the circumstances which led to the de 
thronement of the king, and which precluded the possibility of 
his being reinstated; that he is a wretch of the most sayage 
disposition, will appear from the instances of his atrociouw 
cruelties related in this official document : 

“ Under circumstances far different from any which exist 
in the present case, (says the lieutenant-general,) it would be 
a duty, and a pleasing one, to favour the re-establishinent of a 
fallen prince, if his dominion could be fixed upon any prind- 
ple of external relation compatible with the rights of the 
neighbouring government, or his internal rule in any reason 
able degree reconciled to the safety of his subjects. But the 
horrible transactions of the fatal year 1808, forced upon tie 
recollection by many local circumstances, and by details ux 
known before; the massacre of 150 sick soldiers lying help. 
jess in the hospital of Candy, left under the pledge of public 
faith ; and the no less treacherous murder of the whole Br- 
tish gurrison commanded by Major Davie, which had surren- 
dered on a promise of safety ; impress upon the governors 
mind an act of perfidy unparalleled in civilized warfare, and 
an awful lesson, recorded in characters of blood, against the 
momentary admission of future confidence ; while the obsti- 
nate rejection of all friendly overtures, repeatedly made during 
the intermission of hostilities, has served to evince an implacae 
ble animosity, destructive of the hope of a sincere reconcilia- 
tion. Of this animosity a daring instance was exhibited in 
the unprovoked and barbarous mutilation of ten innocent sub- 
jects of the British government, by which seven of the num- 
ber lost their lives; a measure of defiance calculated, and ap 
parently intended, to put a final negative to every probability 
of friendly intercourse. If, therefore, in the present reverse . 
his fortunes and condition, it may be presumed the king will 
be found more accessible to negociation than in former 

times, 
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tines, what value could be set on a consent at variance with 
ihe known principles of bis reign ? or what dependance placed 
gihisobservance of conditions, which he has hitherto so perse= 
seringly repelled ? Stull less could the hope for a moment be enter- 
ined, that any conditions of safety were capable of being esta- 
ished on bebalf of theinhabitants, whohad appealed to his ma- 
ity’sgoverament for protection ; and yet more hopleses the at- 
iempt to obtain pardon or safeguard for the chiefs, who had 
deemed ita duty, paramount to every other obligation, to be- 
ome the medium of that appeal. How far their complaints 
hve been groundless, and their opposition licentious, or oa 
iecontrary their grievances bitterly and intolerably real, may 
now be judged by facts of unquestionable authenticity. The 
maton destruction of human life comprises or implies the ex- 
sence of general oppression. In conjunction with that, no 
aber proofs of the exercise of tyranny require to be specified ; 
md one single instance, of uo distant date, will be acknow- 
hdged to include every thing which is barbarous and unprin- 
tipled in public rule, and to pourtray the last stage of indivi- 
dul depravity and wickedness, the obliteration of every trace 
of conscience, and the complete extinction of human feeling. 
Inthe deplorable fate of the wife and children of Eheylapola 
Adikar these assertions are fully substantiated ; in which was 
ethibited the savage scene of four infant children, the young- 
ettorn from the mother’s breast, cruelly butchered, and their 
leads bruised in a mortar by the hands of their parent ! suc- 
ceded by the execution of herself, and three females more— 
whose limbs being bound, and a heavy stone tied round the 
wek of each, they were thrown into a lake, and drowned. It 
8 fot, however, that under an absolute government unproved 
wpicion must usurp the place of fair trial, and the fiat of the 
iiler'stand instead of the decision of justice ; it 1s not that a 
ash} violent, or unjust decree, or s revolting mode of execu- 
tonsis here brought to view, nor the innocen: suffering under 
hegroundless imputation of guilt; but a bold contempt of 
ety principle of justice, settingatnoughtall known grounds of 
punishment, dispensing with the necessity of accusation, and 
thousing for its victims helpless females uncharged with any 
dence, and infants incapable of a crime.” 


LD SP Ee eee 
THE REGENTS PARK. 


MONG the striking alterations’ made in the outskirts of 

44 the metropolis, none are more remarkable than the recent 
Works inthe Revent’s Park. The face of the tields and ins 
Closures, ¢ mnprisiag Willan’s Farm, the Jew s’ Harp Elouse, 
adother buildings which lay scattered in that part of the 
7 Q suburb, 
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yburb, being entirely changed, it cannot be recognised by 
any of itsancientfeatures. ‘Thisalteration is, however, allowed 
to bea great improvement, and highly advantageous to the 
public, as it forms one of the finest promenades the inhabj. 
tants of London ever enjoved, The Regent's Canal forms 
most agreeable object, It encloses the Park in the line frog 
Paddington, eastward; several handsome bridges are thrown 
ever it, and the banks, which in some places slope from an ee 
vation of 15 or 20 feet, being thick set with fir, fern, and, 
variety of aquatic plants, form a most agreeable object. Upon 
these elevated borders of the siream, the spectator in his pro» 
menade may enjoy the finest view of Islington, Kentish Town, 
the villas on the rise of Highgate Hill, with the beauty of 
scenery round Primrose H:ll and Paddington. Near the nea 
village called Alpha Cottages, built by Mr. Warers, of the 
Opera, a new chapel of ease for tie parish of Mary-le-bone 
has been erected. Four lonic pillars support a pediment of 
the same architecture, and the chapel, on the whole, is pecw 
harly neat. On the right of the chapel stands the Asylum for 
the Orphans of the Clergy, and beyond that, Lord’s Cricket 
Ground, which may be ali considered new objects ip that quar 
ter. The plantations of forest trees and shrubs, of variow 
sorts, in the centre of the Park, together with crops of pole 
toes, and mangel for cattle, give the place an appearance ol 
cultivation delightful to the eye. ‘The inclosures aie let to gar 
deners, and we undersiand the ground, upon an average, with 
the article cultivated, is worth about 20]. an acre. ‘The Park 
has every attraction with respect to alr, be auly ot prospect, 
and convenience, and we have no doubt it will become a vey 
favourite promenade. 





ORNITHOLOGY. 


A Singular bird lately made 
Ver . ‘ 
4 4 Cheshire. It was something s than a thrush; the tal 
lene: the head apparently crested, but not very prominently; 
: } i y | 


aud the bill short, thick, and twiangular, much like that of te 


its appearance in Butley, 
lk 


builfineh. tts throat, breast, and belly, were of the most 
gloomy searlet; sothat when the s: rope upon it, It dazzled 


the evesot the spectator to look at it attentively The back 's 
a wiiXture of thre same sc ar! t consider ibly ol secured by 5 pree 





dominant earthy brown. Lts netes resembled the pla 
call of a young guinea fowl when it has lost its mother: but, 
at the first, it resembled the sound of a man whistling toadog. 
It was shot at Whitley-Green, in Adlinat nb, and ts at this ume 
in the berecsot an artist in Macelesfield, 


— PRUSSIAN 
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PRUSSIAN RETALIATION. 


4 Prussian officer, on his arrival at Paris lately, particularly 
[AL requested to be billetted on the house of a lady inhabit- 
ing the Fauxbourg St. Germain. His request was complied 
yi, and on his arriving at the lady’s hotel, he was shewn into 
ssmall but comfortable sitting room, with a handsome bed- 
chawber adjoining it. With these rooms he appeared greatly 
jissatisfied, and desired that the lady should give up to lim her 
qurtment (on the first floor), which Was Very spacious, and 
yery elegantly furnished, To this the lady made the strongest 
dijections ; but the officer insisted, and she was under the ne~ 
esity of retiring to the second floor. He afterwards seni @ 
pesage to her by one of ber servants, saying, that he destined 
the second floor for his aide-de-camp, &ce. ‘This occasioned 
more Violent remonstrances fiom the lady, but they were to- 
wlly unavailmg, and unattended to by the officer, whose only 
answer was, “ obcissez a mes ordres.” He then called for the 
cook, and told him be must prepare a hand-ome dinner for six 
persons, aud desired the lady’s outler to take care thet the best 
wwes the cellar contained should be forthcoming, After dine 
ner, he desired the hostess shoul be sent tor—she obeyed the 
tunwous. Che officer then addressed her, and said, “ No 
dwb!, Madam, but you consider my conduct as indecorous 
and brutal in the extreme.” “ L wust confess,” replied she, 
* that bh did not expect such treatment from an officer; as, in 
geneial, military men are ever disposed to shew every degree 
of deference and respect to our sex.” “ Youthink me, then, 
amost pertect barbarian ? answer me frankly.” “ If you really 
then, desire iny uudisguised opinion on the subject, | must say, 
that | think your condact truly borbarous.”” “© Madam, L am 
etirely of your opinion; but L only wished to give you a spe- 
ciwen of the conduct of your son, during six months that be 
resived iu my house after the entrance of the French army into 
the Prassian capital, Ido not, however, mean to follow a bad 
eXain pie. You will resume, therefore, your apartment to-more- 
row,and L wirl seek lodgings at seme public hotel.” The lady 
retied, extolling the conduct of the Prussian officer, and de- 
Deeatine that of ber son. Another Prussian officer lodged 
atihe house of Marshal Nev, where he found a great number 
of horses and carmaces. He immediately ordered some Prus- 
sia soldiers wha accompan.ed Lim, to take away nine of the 
horses, aud three of the carilage s. Nevy’s servant’s remens- 
trated agsiust this proceeding, on which the Prus tan otheer 
Observed, * tie y are wy prope rty, as § ourmaster took the sime 
bimber from ime when he entered Berlin with the Preach army.” 
I think you wall agree that the /e2 talionis was never more 
Jusily resorted to, 

Vol, 55. 5 N Answer, 
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Answer, by F. Petvin, of Street, to F. Newland’s Charade, inserted May 2, 


ORNDON, in Essex, Sir,’ will give, 
The English town as I believe. 


Wb 


We have received the like answer from J. Petvin, of Street; Ser 
jeant Postlethwaite, of the royal marines; R. King, of Shepton Malkt; 
‘E Dunn, of Mevagissey; N. Andrew,of Mr. Wallis’s school at Penzance; 
W. Bickham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton; J. Tucker, of Cor 
worthy-school; J. Bond, of Heathstuck ; and J Bridges, of Bristol. 








Answer, by N. Andrew, of Mr. Wallis’s School, at Penzance, to 3. W's Re. 
bus, inserted Fune 5. 


BEDIENCE, Sir, will plainly show, 


W hat we to our superiors owe. 


*,* Similar answers have been received from I, Petvin,and Joseph Petvin, 
ef Street; and J. Tucker, of Cornworthy school. 





CHARADE, by T. C. G. of Bridport. 
we giddy men will often do, 


Must be discover’d, Sirs, by you, 
My first by this is seen: 
My next by sailors oft is done, 
When from their ship they wish to run, 
To go where most have been. : 
These parts, when join’d, will bring to view, 
What oft is seen by me and you, 





RKEBUS, by Y. B. of Bristol. 


er a place of security take away clean, 

All but end and beginning, then duly between, 
Insert a sinall town, in an island well known, 

For the naine of an old bard of British renown, 





REBUS, by N’importe qui, of Bridgwater. 


A chief who, on the Phrygian plain, 
Fought great Pelides, but by him was slain; 
Whose fl sh repell d the blunted spear and sword, 
Y tshrunk unequal to the tighten’d cord. 

A hero next, who trod the Sty gian shore, 

And wade ev’n Heli’s grim monarch feel his pow’r; 
A Grecian chief, in martial games weil skill’d, 
To hurl the discus, or the gauntlet wield ; 

And last two gods who did in vain unite 

T’ v’erwhelm Achilles with unequal hight: 
Conjoin th’ initials, and my v:hole you'll name, 
Which is a pleasant, interesting game. 
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Ga No communications. whatever merit they possess, will be noticed if 
they do not arrive post paid. 
A Consiant Reader's hints will be attended to. 








alle t ; 

rANCe ; 
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Corns 
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ctvin, 
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DASH: A TALE. 
{Continued from Page 680.) 


OODLEY came up, and saw (the mcon shone bright) 


His faithful dog below :—a piteous sight ! 
He whistled—cali’d out ** Dash!” but Dash ne’r mov’d, 
Nor answer’d to the voice of him he lov’d 
The ditch was cross’d—the grass and furze were high 5 
And Woodley never dreamt of danger nigh: 
Much deeper than he thought the pit was found, 
A shelving bank, and very slippery ground : 
But anxious only to assist poor Dash, 
He caught in haste a slender bough of ash, 
Which lay, projecting, o’er the quarry’s side, 
And down by just degrees began to slide; 
When, ah !—the ash gave way, branch, root, and all; 
And had not water somewhat broke his fall 
His death he’d met ; but straight his dog he sought, 
And little of his own disaster thought. 
His only care to rescue Dash from harm; 
He felt the seat of life—it still was warm! 
Dash being mov’d, gave signs of sense or pain; 
A moment struggled, and then breathed again! 


Now Woodley rose, but Ah?! his foot was sprain’d, 
Which, "till this moment, tho’ unheeded, pain’d: 
To climb the rugged cliff he thrice essay’d, 

The treacherous stunes his eager grasp betray’d: 

In vain he toil’d to make his feoting good, 

His hands were lacerated—stream’d with blood! 

Phe rustling winds foretold a tempest nigh; 

The moon withdrew, and darkness veil’d the sky : 

It thunder’d— was what folks call dismal weather— 
Rain’d as tho’ heaven and earth were come together! 
Woodley and Dash, expos’d to all the storm, 
Together crouch’d to keep each other warm. 

The tempest o’er—the distant thunder growl’d; 

Iv vain were cries fur help—in vain Dash howl'd. 
The rough projecting rock was high and steep, 

Yet "tween theclefts Dash labour’d hard to creep: 
The top he gain’d, and signs of joy betray’d, 

Ran, jump’d, and bark’d—then howl’d again for aid, 
Look’d down the quarry; whin’d the path to shew, 
But sorrowing heard his master groan below! 

‘The gath’ring waters from a neighbouring hill 

In torsents rush'd—the quarry ’gan to fill: 

A marly substunce, lousen’d by the flood, 

Fell on the spot where wretched Woodley stood, 

Or rather clung, for there he could not stand, 

So insecure a footing on the sand! 

In vain his utmost efforts, care, and toil, 

Against the gushing stream and falling soil! 

Nearly o’erwhelm'd and breathless, downward thrown, 
Yet buoyant by the eddy’s power alone, 


Whirl’d 
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Whirl’d round the circling pool, and with rude shock, 
Now driven by refluent waters "gainst the rock. 

Dash this perceiving, downward plung’d with force, 
And diving neath the foaming turrent’s course, 
Caught Woodley sinking; Dash his strength applied, 
And drazg’d his master to the other side ; 

There faint they breath’d ; Dash close at Woodley’s feet, 
As if he sought to lend him vital heat! 

Thus wet ard cold, they ley in woetui plight, 

*Tili day-break came, and Woodley hail’: the light! 
Yet light no suceour brought; no hope was there 


But lingering deat!:\—for light contirin’d despair! 
Afflictive thoughts now press on Woodiey’s mind; 


A wife and helpless children left behind! 
Their poignant sorrows render’d more severe, 
To think a hushand—pareat—perish’d here! 
His tortur’d fancy draws them on the spot ; 
A morrnful widow wails his hapless lot! 
His orphans tears tn sad idea flow ; 

He hears their pratthing eloguence of woe! 
His darling boy lisps cut, ** Dear mother! tell— 
Show us the place where our low’d tather fell!” 

*¢ Here, here, my pretty ones!”? ** Ah mother! say— 
Why on that mphe did father come this way?” 

s* Sister, Gon’t ery; tor our good books explain, 
Chiidren who love their parents meet again.” 


el 


Thus Woodley griev’d, and thus by ills opprest, 
lis harrass’d mind, delirious, sunk to rest. 


( To be concluded in our next.) 


‘LEE P on, my mother! sweet and innocent dreams 
4 Attend thee, best and dearest—dreaims that gild 
Life’s clouds like setting suns, with pleasure fill’d, 
And saint!y joy, such as thy mind beseems : 
Thy mind where never stormy passion gleams, 
Where their safe nest the dove-like virtues build, 
And calinest thoughts, like violets distill’d, 
Their fragrance mingle with bright wisdom’s beams. 


Sleep on, my mother! not the lily’s bell 

So sweet; not the enamour’d west wind’s sighs, 
That shake the dew-drop from her snowy cell 
So gentle; not that dew-drop ere it fiies 

So pure, e’en slumber loves with thee to dwell, 
Oh model, most belov’d, of goud and wise | 


el 





Impromptu, said to have been received by an Emigrani m Bath, frome 





French General, on the Eve of a Battle. 


A= think, my friend, what heavy wves 
To-imorrow’s dawa may not disclose ; 
Thousands, by fate’s severe decree, 

The last mourn they shali ever see! 

Think how the dying and the dead 

O’er yon extended plain shall spread; 
What ghastly spectacles afford 

Scorch’d by the fire—pierc’d by the sword. 
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